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Contingency
Planning& 
Management

Faced with a glut of data, 
businesses must rethink 

their vital records 
protection procedures.

by Van Carlisle

All Records
Are Not

Created Equal
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Offsite Storage Facilities Get Burned

In regard to vital records, it’s important to remember, “out of site” does 
not mean “out of mind.” There are considerable risks associated with 
offsite storage, especially from fi re. Below are a few recent vital records 
offsite storage fi re-related disasters.

10/26/96
Brambles Information Management Center in Chicago, IL
220,000 boxes of archival and vital records information destroyed by fi re

3/7, 3/17 and 3/19/97
Iron Mountain Record Centers in South Brunswick, NJ
Nearly 1 million boxes of paper records destroyed by fi re, 200 companies 
affected

5/6/97
Diversifi ed Records Services Center near Scranton, PA
Steel building the site of football fi eld packed with paper documents 
and microfi lm burns to the ground

Source: Abbey Publications
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Best Practices 
and Standards
for Vital Records
Protection

Underwriter’s Laboratories®

333 Pfi ngsten Road
Northbrook, IL 60062-2096
www.ul.com
Underwriter’s Laboratories Inc. 
is an independent, nonprofi t 
product safety testing and 
certifi cation organization. 
UL has tested products for 
public safety for more than a 
century.

American National 
Standards Institute
1819 L Street, NW
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20036
www.ansi.org
ANSI is a private, nonprofi t 
organization that administers 
and coordinates the U.S. 
voluntary standardization and 
conformity assessment system.

Factory Mutual
Insurance Company
1301 Atwood Avenue
Johnston, RI 02919
www.fmglobal.com
Factory Mutual is a large, 
global network of commercial 
and industrial property 
insurance and risk management 
organizations, specializing in 
engineering-driven property 
protection strategies.

American Society for 
Testing and Materials
100 Barr Harbor Drive
PO Box C700
West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959
www.astm.org
ASTM is a nonprofi t 
organization that provides 
a global forum for the 
development and publication of 
voluntary consensus standards 
for materials, products, 
systems, and services.

National Fire 
Protection Association
1 Batterymarch Park
Quincy, MA 02269-9101
www.nfpa.org
NFPA is an international nonprofi t 
organization that aims to reduce 
the worldwide burden of fi re and 
other hazards on the quality of 
life by providing and advocating 
scientifi c consensus codes and 
standards, research, and training.

National Institute of 
Standards and Technology
100 Bureau Drive, Stop 3460
Gaithersburg, MD 20899-3460
www.nist.gov
NIST is a nonregulatory federal 
agency within the U.S. Commerce 
Department's Technology 
Administration. NIST's mission 
is to develop and promote 
measurements, standards 
and technology to enhance 
productivity, facilitate trade, and 
improve the quality of life.

The Best Records
Protection You Can Buy
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